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INTERNATIONAL  MILITARY  TRIPUNjiL  FOR  T^L  FAR  EAST 

T*L  UNITED  STATES  OF  ,1  ERICA,  ct  cl.  ) 

) 

-  AGAINST  -  )  £  E  £  I  P.  it  1  I  !• 

aRAKI,  SADAO,  £t  cl.  ) 

* 

I,  XaMEI,  Furio,  na.kc  cat’*  end  say  ns  follows* 

I  cm  r.  moving  picture  director  by  profession  end  have 
been  cc  employed  during  t’-c  p;st  ton  years.  In  the  early  vistory 
of  the  moving  picture  industry  in  Japan,  there  were  alweys  re¬ 
strictions  on  t-^o  pert  of  z^c  Government  relating  to  the  pro- 
dv.ction  of  roving  pictures*  At  first  tvese  restrictions  were 
not  too  severe,  prineiily  restricting  tvc  r.c.kinc  cf  pictures 
wuicu  would  in  any  wry  or  manner  su-.vr  a  leek  of  proper  respect 
for  tve  Impend  family.  the  nubility,  t>c  military  or  anyone 
connected  with  office  in  governmental  circles. 

In  connection  with  Japanese  history  rnd  teachings,  it  was 
the  theory  in  Japan  tvct  Jr  pan  was  a  superior  country  and  the 
Jr.pcntsc  people  superior  to  ctvci  races,  rnd  moving  pictures 
could  not  bo  made  tending  to  disprove  or  discredit  tvls  tvcory, 
or  create  any  doubt  as  to  t’-c  trutv  rf  such  q  theory. 

Thet  beginning  with  end  following  tve  Chine  Incident  cf 
1937,  tvc  moving  picture  industry  as  a  rr’-ole  upon  instructions 
from  tvc  Gc.vernmcnt  produced  many  pictures  glorifying  war  and 
the  military  loaders  of  Japan,  all  of  such  pictures  depicting 
the  idee  that  Japan  was  a  superior  nrtion,  end  it  was  thG  des¬ 
tiny  of  Jepen  to  be  tvc  leading  nction  In  tue  Far  East.  These 
pictures  were  sc  made  C3  to  inspire  in  tvc  people  love  of  the 
Efaperor  end  country,  and  glcrif iccricn  of  wars  to  be  fought  in 
the  establishing  of  greenness  in  tve  future  of  tve  country. 

During  t’-is  sane  peried  becks,  plays  end  ether  forms  of 
entertainment  were  used  for  this  purpose.  These  teachings  be¬ 
came  so  prevalent  in  Japan  tvr.t  even  preceding  tvc  Manchurian 
Incident  all  cvildrcn  v/crc  taught  love  of  tvc  Emperor,  country 
end  glorification  of  war,  ritv  the  result  tvct  ell  cvildrcn  if 
asked  w’-rt  tvey  wanted  to  be  when  they  grew  up  would  say  "a 
soldier” • 

Beginning  witv  tvc  Kencvurien  Incident  and  thereafter, 
there  was  an  increase  in  the  number  cf  prepagende  moving  pictures. 
The  Manchurian  Incident  brought  out  a  number  on  that  subject,  the 
Shanghai  Incident  a  number,  and  later  t^c  Oine  Incident  cf  1937* 


That  production  companies  knowing  tve  general  conditions 
under  wvich  picture:  c:u1g  be  made  end  distributed  produced  pic¬ 
tures  of  tvis  type  for  tv/r  reasons;  (1)  tvrt  suc^  pictures  would 
meet  with  tve  approval  of  tue  government,  end  (2)  such  pictures 
produced  expeditiously  in  connection  witv  an  incident  were 
usuclly  financially  successful. 


Tvct  in  eddition  tc  such  propaganda  pictures  produced 
by  tvc  company  they  also  produced  upon  order  of  t*c  War 
Ministry  or  Navy  kinistry  pictures  glorifying  militery  life 
and  depicting  that  the  best  way  tc  show  your  love  for  the  ** 
Emperor  was  tc  Jo'.n  tuc  Army  or  Navy,  furtvor  depicting  fight¬ 
ing  for  tve  counexy.  These  pictures  were  financed  by  tvc  Amy 
end  Navy  end  depicted  tvct  tvc  ultimate  objective  in  life  was 
to  serve  tve  Etapercr  end  country. 
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Tvet  following  tvc  C^lnc  Incident  cf  1937  tve  Ministry 
of  Education  ^cd  r.  program  for  producing  propaganda  pictures 
justifying  tve  Japanese  position  in  (Pine  end  glorifying  t*e 
military  for  t'-c  purpose  of  inspiring  military  spirit  end 
devotion  to  sucv  cause.  Tvc  War  Ministry  me1  t'-c  Navy  Ministry 
also  ved  pictures  produced  to  e.cvicvc  tvosc  results. 

Pictures  produced  were  made  unen  recognized  rules*  (1) 
tve  type  of  pictures  tvat  t' c.  government,  to  wit,  tvo  Army, 

Ncvy  end  Edv.cr.ticn  Ministries  ordered  end  pcid  for:  (2)  t^e 
typo  of  pictures  of  e  propaganda  nature  for  wvicv  tvc  moving 
picture  ccnpeny  producing  t'-c  sene  received  e  subsidy  from  tve 
government;  end  (3)  t'-c  type  of  pictures  put  out  privctcly 
by  t'-c  company,  tvinking  it  wes  rpproprietc  it  tve  time  end 
would  bring  r.  good  financial  return  being  produced  in  tue  ligvt 
of  tvc  knovledgo  tvet  sue'*  picture  would  be  eppreved  by  t*e 
government. 

Following  tve  CMne  Incident  cf  1937,  pictures  were  pro¬ 
duced  in  w’icv  tve  Chinese  people  cs  c.  w'-olc  were  not  pictured 
cs  t^e  cncny  cf  Japan,  but  on  t'-c  ccntrery  depicted  t'-c  Oiang- 
Kai-S’  ck  government  as  t’-c  despciler  of  CMna,  end  tvc.t  Jcpcn 
cs  Chine's  good  neighbor  vis  attempting  t?  protect  end  rigvt 
tve  wrongs  inflicted  upon  t’-o  Chinese  people  by  tuo  Oicng-Kr.i- 
Svck  government.  Lcter  w'^en  Jo.prn  found  v^rsolf  in  difficul¬ 
ties  attempting  to  overthrow  tvc  (P-lang-Kci-S'-ck  government  end 
conquer  Oinc,  pictures  were  ne.de  tending  tc  explein  tve  f :  ilure 
of  Japan  tc  ouickly  subdue  CMna.  T'-esc  pictures  were  tc  t*e 
effect  tvct  sucv  failure  was  caused  by  reason  of  assistance 
rendered  CMeng-Kai-S’-ck  by  t'-c  United  fit  ate  s  end  Greet  Britain. 
TMt  tve  United  States  end  Great  Britain  v/crc  supplying  ma¬ 
terials  to  tM  Cvieng-Kei-SVck  government,  wMc1-  enabled  said 
government  to  erntinue  tvc  f  lgvt  end  also  for  tve  same  purpose 
depicting  Mw  t'-c  Japanese  could  net  attack  tvc  CMncse  at  tve 
crucial  tine  for  victory  fer  tvc  reason  t'-c  Oinc  sc  i.rry  would 
run  into  territory  controlled  by  t'-c  United  Stetes  and  Groat 
Britain,  "A-crc  t'-c  Jr  pa nest  ^rmy  could  net  fire  on  tven. 

.  Gradually  pictures  were  produced  ncrc  rnti-Anericen  end 
anti-Britis'-  in  sentiment,  sue*  pictures  incroc  sing  eerly  in 
1941.  In  tvcsc  pictures  t'-c  United  States  and  Great  Britain 
were  net  actually  named  cs  tvc  direct  enemies  cf  Jcncn  but  t^e 
idee  expressed  tvrougvcut  tve  pictures  was  tvat  Japan  s'-ould  be 
aware  cf  and  be  prepared  fer  war  against  t'-c  United  Stetes,  tMs 
effect  being  created  by  pictures  svc\.’ing  t'-c  (Mnr  Wer.  in  wMcv 
it  wes  depicted  tv-et  tve  Ji  pa.ncsc  were  experiencing  difficulty 
by  reason  of  assistance  being  rendered  CMna  by  t'-c  United  Stetes. 
T'-is  type  of  propaganda  wes  particularly  expressed  in  newsreel 
features. 

Early  in  1941  cs  conditions  between  Jtpen  end  t'-c  United 
States  became  more  strained,  tvc  government  banned  t'-c  s’-rwing 
of  all  Lmcriccn  medc  moving  pictures,  wMcv  pictures  vrcrc  most 
popular  at  tvc  time  v.itv  tvc  Japanese  public. 

• 

In  1933  or  1934  e  picture  cf  c  propaganda  nature  was  pro¬ 
duced  on  orders  of  t'-c  Navy,  being  entitled  "Tve  Lifeline  of  tve 
Sea1',  wMcv  was  made  for  tvc  purpose  of  explaining  tc  tvc  Japanese 
people  t'-c  importance  cf  t'-c  Scutv  Sea  Islands.  Saipan,  Truk  end 
otver  islands,  and  t'-c  necessity  for  Japan  to  defend  tvesc  islands, 
WMlc  tMs  picture  did  net  s'-cw  it  openly,  t'-c  idee  expressed  in 
tvc  picture  was  t'-et  tve  United  States  was  t’-c  enemy  w'-on  Japan 
must  fear  and  mvr-c  prepare  for. 

CcnscrsMp  over  moving  picture  proc’uccrs  was  exercised 
t'-rcur'-  tvc  Police  Bureau  of  t1  c  ^ont  Ministry.  In  1940  c  "raov- 
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ing  picture”  Icy  wes  passed  c  ntrolling  ell  moving  picture  pro- 
ducticn.  T*e  ley  pcssed  in  1Q40  yes  very  strict  in  its  control 
of  tvc  entire  noving  picture  industry,  nr  ccnpcny  being  permitted 
to  opcrcte  without  e  license  from  tvc  government.  end  tve  people 
t^cnsc-lves,  actors,  technicians  end  directors  being  required  to 
*ave  c.  license,  f-is  license  to  be  revoked  for  cny  cct  of  nen- 
coopercticn  wit*  government  authorities* 

In  1937  I  node  a  pic  fore  entitled  ”S*tnghal”.  w*ich  de¬ 
picted  v/ers  c.s  r.  bed  f  in*  for  menkind  end  tended  to  create 
doubt  in  t*c  minds  of  f-c  audience  cs  to  f*e  truf-  of  t*e  govern- 
nent  propaganda  t*et  f-c  G*In3  War  was  e  ”vcly  v/er”,  T*is  pic¬ 
ture  wes  permitted  tc  be  exhibited,  but  following  its  s*owing 
wes  severely  criticised  by  f-c  /.my,  end  I  nyself  wes  criticized 
for  *aving  produced  it.  In  1939  I  produced  e  picture  entitled 
”T*c  Stldior  W*o  Fig*tsl!,  in  v*icv  it  wes  depicted  t*et  wer  wes 
sed  end  not  c  life  of  glory,  f*is  picture  being  absolutely  pro¬ 
hibited  from  being  displayed.  Liter  I  produced  two  pictures  in 
vdic*  f-e  poverty  end  misery  of  f-c  Japanese  former  wes  depicted, 
v/viev  pictures  w*ile  permitted  tc:  be  exhibited,  caused  r.c  to  be 
criticized  by  t*c  government.  In  connection  wit*  t*e  picture 
entitled  ”T*c  Soldier  y>c  Fights”  end  vd-ic*  wes  prohibited  from 
being  ex’ibitcd,  t*is  picture  v/es  later  used  as  cn  example  in 
teaching  f-c  personnel  of  f-e  Kempei  Te.i  and  t*c  wigv.  Police 
of  t*e  dangerous  type  of  picture  y;*1c*  t*ey  should  suppress  in 
connection  wit*  t*c.ir  duties. 

In  1941  approximately  four  nenf-s  before  f-c  outbreak  of 
t*c  Pacific  War  as  a  result  cf  f  t  sc  pictures  produced  by  r.c, 

I  was  arrested,  c’-orgcd  wit*  violating  f-c  Public  Peace  Preserva¬ 
tion  Lavi  of  1925,  f-e  c*argc  being  suspicion  of  communistic 
tendencies,  being  confined  in  jc.il  for  eppre xinc.tcly  ten  nont*s 
without  trial’,  and  finally  being  released  on  parole  a.s  a  suspect, 
but  unable  to  make  any  pictures  since  ny  license  was  revoked. 

— _ _Zs/J^_ic  Kernel _ 

KAL.EI,  Funio 


Sworn  and  subscribed  to  before  f-c 
undersigned  officer  by  t*c  e  bcvc- 
named  KAi-.EI,  Funic.,  at  t*c.  V/cr 
Minis tr y  Building,  Tokyo,  Japan, 
tvis  13 f-  day  cf  June,  1946. 

/s/  Lindsay  Williamson 
Cc.pt. ,  JAGD 

££££-I£l£A  21 

I,  George  K0BAYAS**I,  w^py  CERTIFY  T*at  I  cm  fully 
conversant  wit*  t*e  Japanese  and  Englis*  languages,  and  f-c.t 
I,  t*is  day,  road  t*e  I'orcpcing  Affidavit  tc  f-c  above-named 
K.J.EI,  Funic  in  Jtpmcsc.  and  in  sc  doing,  truly  and  correctly 
translated  f-c  contents  thereof  from  Englis*  into  Japanese;  end 
t*at  said  KAIJ2I,,  Funio  stated  to  me  tvct  t*c  contents  of  said 
Affidavit  were  f-c  trut*.  end  t*ct  *e  was  willing  to  sign  said 
Affidavit  under  oat*;  and  f  at  said  KAIF.I,  Funic  vie. s  duly 
sv/orn  in  r.y  presence  and  signed  said  Affidavit  under  cat*  in 
my  presence;  and  t*ct  all  proceedings  incidental  to  t*e  admin¬ 
istration  cf  scid  oat*  end  f-c  signing  cf  said  affidavit  were 
truly  and  correctly  translated  from  Japanese  into  English  end 
Englis*  into  Jfpa  iese  and  fully  understood  and  cor.pr trended  by 
said  Affiant. 

Dated  f-is  13t*  day  cf  June,  1946,  at  Tokyo,  Japan. 

/s/  Pfc.  George  KobayasM 
George  KOBAYAS^I 


-/s/L-EKKiP.  Kcncj^. 
IUiEL  Funio 


Dp  ted  t’'is  13  tv  dry  cf  June,  1946 ,  at  Tokyo,  Japan, 

/s/  Pfc.  Geerge  Kobeycsvl 
George  KOBAYAS^I 


%  ** 


.  I'r* 
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lng  picture"  leu  wes  passed  c  ntrolling  ell  moving  picture  pro¬ 
duction.  Tve  lev;  pp.sscd  in  1Q40  was  very  strict  in  its  control 
of  tvc  entire  roving  picture  industry,  nc  company  boing  permitted 
to  operate  without  e  license  fren  tvc  government,  end  tve  people 
themselves,  actors,  technicians  and  directors  being  required  to 
have  a  license,  tvis  license  to  be  revoked  for  c.ny  act  of  nen- 
cooperaticn  wit’*  gevernrent  authorities* 


In  1937  I  node  a  picture  entitled  "Shanghai",  w’-ich  de¬ 
picted  wars  as  a.  bad  V  in*  for  mankind  end  tended  to  create 
doubt  in  t’-e  minds  of  tve  audience  as  to  t’-e  trutv-  of  the  govern- 
nent  propaganda  that  t’c  G^ina  Wvr  wa 3  a  "’cly  v/ar",  T’'is  pic¬ 
ture  was  permitted  tc  be  e::vibitcd,  but  folic v/inn  its  s'-ewing 
wes  severely  criticised  by  tvc  *my,  and  I  nyself  was  criticized 
for  having  produced  it.  In  1939  I  prodviced  a.  picture  entitled 
"The  Scldicr  Wue  Fights",  in  v;viev  it  yes  depicted  tve.t  war  wes 
sad  end  not  a  life  of  glory,  t’-is  picture  being  absolutely  pro¬ 
hibited  from  being  displcyee.  Later  I  produced  two  pictures  in 
vd-ich  tve  poverty  and  misery  of  tue  Japanese  farmer  was  depicted, 
v/hich  pictures  wMle  permitted  tc  be  exhibited,  caused  r.c  to  be 
criticized  by  tve  government.  In  connection  with  tve  picture 
entitled  "The  Soldier  Y.’hc  Fight3"  and  w^ich  wes  prohibited  from 
being  ex’  ibited,  tvis  picture  we s  later  used  as  an  example  in 
teaching  t’*e  personnel  of  tve  Kcxipel  Tai  rnd  t'*c  ^igh  police 
of  ^e  dangerous  type  of  picture  which  they  svould  suppress  in 
connection  ritv  tvcir  duties. 


In  1941  approximately  four  mont'  s  before  t’  c  outbreak  of 
tuc  Pacific  War  as  a  result  of  t’ese  pictures  produced  by  nc, 

I  was  arrested,  c’argcc  Y;itv  viola  ting  t’-c  Public  Peace  Preserva¬ 
tion  Lav/  of  1925,  tve  charge  being  suspicion  of  communistic 
tendencies,  being  confined  in  Jail  for  eppre ximatc.ly  ten  months 
without  trial',  end  finally  being  release?  on  parole  as  a  suspect, 
but  unable  to  make  any  pictures  since  ny  license  was  revoked. 


/s/  Lindsay  Williamson 
Cc.pt.,  JAGD 


I,  George  K0Er.Yi.SvI ,  HEREBY  CEETIFY  Thet  I  er.  fully 
conversant  v;ith  tve  Japanese  and  English  languages,  and  tva.t 
I,  tvis  day,  road  tve  foregoing  Affidavit  to  tvc  above-named 
K.J.EI,  Funic  in  Japanese,  and  in  sc  doing,  truly  and  correctly 
translated  t'-c  contents  thereof  from  English  into  Japanese  $  end 
that  said  KAIJSI,  Funio  stated  to  me  tvat  the  contents  of  said 
Affidavit  were  tvc  trutv,  end  tvat  was  willing  to  sign  said 
Affidavit  under  oath;  and  tvct  said  KAI'F.I,  Funic  was  duly 
sv/orn  in  r.y  presence  and  signed  said  Affidavit  under  cat1'  in 
my  presence;  end.  that  ell  proceedings  incidental  to  the  edmin- 
iscration  of  sc  id  octv  and  tve  signing  cf  said  affidavit  were 
truly  and  correctly  translated  from  Japanese  into  English  end 
English  into  Jepaaese  and  fully  understood  end  comprehended  by 
said  Affiant. 


Sv/ern  and  subscribed  to  before  tvc 
undersigned,  officer  by  tvc  above- 
named  KAi  El,  Furaic,  at  the  7/cr 
Hinistry  Building,  Tokyo,  Japan, 
tvis  13th  day  cf  June,  1946. 


